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The European Mobile Laboratory (EMLab) consortium has set up
three mobile laboratory units for diagnostics of pathogens up to
risk group 4. The first unit was deployed to the Ebola virus disease
(EVD) outbreak to Gueckedou, Guinea, in March 2014. It is still in
operation in Conakry. The second unit, which was stationed in
Nigeria, has been first deployed within Nigeria and then to Sierra
Leone (August 2014-March 2016). The third unit belonging to
Tanzania has been deployed to Liberia and Sierra Leone (Septem-
ber 2014-September 2015). Until now, EMLab has tested more
than 22,000 samples from EVD suspected cases with about 3,500
samples being positive for Ebola virus (EBOV). Deployments were
performed as partner of the WHO Global Response and Alert
Network. Numerous research and public health institutions across
Europe deployed their staff with the laboratory units. Within the
framework of the European EVIDENT project, EMLab implemen-
ted a research program on virus evolution, immunology and
pathophysiology of EVD, virus persistence, co-infections, and
outcome determinants and supported vaccine and drug trials of
WHO and other partners in the field. EMLab and EVIDENT were
funded by the European Commission.
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